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there late in February with one of these R.A.F. boats we are over-
hauling here (I could call the jaunt a trial, and it would take an
hour each way, weather being good . . . and if it was dirty weather
I couldn't very well suggest such a trip) and blow my Klaxon
towards his beach? He is not reverenced in his own county, I
find. In Hull and York and elsewhere I have had mild rows with
the local booksellers for their not selling him in baskctsfull. I
should like to show the R.A.F. here how they stand towards him.
If it was summer time, I'd take the fleet of ten boats up and
serenade him properly: but we don't launch the first till Feb. 20
and I'm due out by March i. So that's impossible. Perhaps he
is away, spending his enormous royalties at Monte Carlo?
Anyhow he's a real writer. Cherish him. Yours ever T.E.S.

556:   TO K. W. MARSHALL
1.2.35.                                                                                  Eridlington
Dear Marshall, It is certainly awkward, and prolongs the un-
certainty.1 On the other hand, at the Assizes you come before a
professional Judge, with a possibility of cultivated judgement.
I cannot advise, for my experience of English Courts, or Law,
is nil. G.B.S. is an insecure guide, too, I should say; and besides
Mrs. Shaw is desperately ill. She didn't like Boy, however.
My inclination would be to say 'This book was published in
1932 and has been continuously on sale, in England and the
Colonies, ever since, passing through four editions. It was never
challenged, or described as indecent, till last month at Bury, in
Lancashire. Here is a book of all the reviews it has had, in the
British Press. You will notice that no reviewer appears to have
perceived any moral objection to the subject or the treatment,
and I will confess that no such notion had occurred to myself,
until the Bury Police action. I then examined the book again,
and perceived that the challenged passages could be charged with
an offensive significance, by a trained mind/
'While the case has been sub judice I have suspended the
1 The prosecution of Boy, by Jzunes Hanley, published by Boriswood Ltd., for
indecency.